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EDITORIAL 


The 1975 number of the Transactions forms something of a watershed in the 
production of the Society's publications. Mr J. G Rutter, the editor for so 
many years, has decided to ieave the district, and the task of editorship has 
fallen on other shoulders. 


It would be difficult to over-estimate the editorial influence of Mr Rutter. 
It was largely his initial suggestion nearly 20 years ago and his early encour- | 
agement that brought about the very successful publication policy of the Socicty 
and without doubt his authoritative leadership and very high standards are 
reflected in the stature the Transactions and the Research Reports have achieved | 
in archacological circles over the years. Itis a challenge to the Society | 
and a gesture of its gratitude to see that Mr Rutter's standards are maintained. 


This number is also the first issued by the Society under its new name of 
the Scarborough Archaeological and Historical Society, a name considered to be 
more descriptive now that the Local History Group has; ceased to exist as a 
separate entity. 


There is a report in these Transactions of excavations at a medieval site 
at Lastingham and a survey, of two of the controversial cairn groups not uncommon 
on the North York Moors; also an account of recent work at the remarkable moated 
site at Wilton. The eatalogue of Early Deer Parks is continued as is the 
Archacological Index now being assembled by Mr D. Smith of Pickering. 


Contributions to the 1976 Transactions will be welcome from all members 
and should be submitted with the least possible delay, certainly before 
May 1976, to the Editor, - 


F. C. Rimington | 
Cherry Tree Cottage 
Burniston, YO13 OHP 
| 
: 


ii. 


EXCAVATIONS AT OTTERBURN GARTH, LASTINGHAM 
in 1970-72 


By RB. H. Hayes 


High above the central square of the village is Otterburn Garth (SE729904) , 
not far from two wells and only 200 yards from the stream. It lies behind the 
former school and reading room (now converted into a dwelling house) and is a 
grassy paddock measuring about 120 x 50 yards, called Otterbourne, or Otterburn 
Garth on the early 19th century Tithe Map, and marked ‘Site of a Messuage', 
although uo building is shown on the 1841 map. the Otterburn family appear in 
village records in a tax return of 1542 and in a 'terrier' of 1743 (Note.1). js 
late as. 1861 a Richard Otterburn appears as one of the principal inhabitants. 
The family. migrated from the villcge probably in the late 19th century, — 


The field is owned by Mr William Featherstone, and as there was a threat of 
building, Mr Featherstone was approached by the writer in 1970, when he readily 
gave permission to excavate the west end. It was here that prominent grass—* ¢- 
covered mounds and an east-west bank on the south side scomed to indicate the pre- 
sence of a former long-house. Aiso an historic site like Lastingham gave promise 
of the discovery of Saxon material or dwellings. We had.already put down tricl 
trenches in Anserdale Picld and near the churchyard wall at Daisy Farm, without 
finding anything carlicr than 13th-century pottery; mor did sawor and cable— 
laying operations produce earlier material. 


‘THE EXCAVATIONS (Note 2) 


Excavations began at Easter 1970 with the uncovering of the area around 
Walls A and B (Fig. 3A). The higher west end mound, 2 ft 6 ins. to 3 ft in 
height at the SW angle, covered the remains of a late outbuilding or byre. /A few 
medieval sherds turned up (including Fig. 9, no. 8), and in the wall itself a rim 
of 17th century stoneware. In the gap between Wall B and Site D- 9 to 10 ft in 
width - at 4 to 5 inches under the turf was a cobbled area which was no doubt a 
pathway. Mr I'eatherstone said the hollow-way leading to the wall of the High 
Street was in‘use as a footpath in the Late 19th-early 20th century; it led to 
a large hollow used as a tip by local people wtil the 1930s. mother footpath 
went through what is now the grounds of Moor Royd. On these cobbles a very 
corroded coin of George IIT wes found. 

BANK D rere 
Bank D (Figs. 3 and 8) was a pronounced mound running north-south on rising 
ground. It consisted of a scatter of stones on top of a broad bank cut out of 
natural shale or Kellaways Rock ‘and Oxford Clay. On the west side it was re- 
vetted. by a line of larger stones set in the bank. On the cast the slope was 
more gradual and levelicd out over a hearth of broad flat slabs, though there 

was no real evidence of a floor or cccupation, apart from a hendle of a late 
16th-century bowl (Fig. 10, no. 27), some 18-19+th-century sherds, glass from a 
wine bottle, 2 clay pipe-stems and some nails. Trial-holes (TH9 and TH1O) to the 
east did not show a continuation in that direction. Possibly Bank D was a 
boundary bank of the ficld in the late 18th or carly 19th century. 


1. 


WALL B 


Wall B (Fig. 3A) was difficult to interpret. Five or six feet remained with 
a width of 2 ft; the rest had been removed on one side to make way for Wall A. 
On the south bank it had entirely gone, - to the north there were indications that 
it might have joined the tumble on top of Bank D, but this was obliterated by the 
cobbled track. There did not appear to be any connection with Wall C though it 
did suggest a possible cross-walk. When the stones of B were lifted they gave 
no pottery evidence of. sonstruction and rested on hard natural clay with shaley 
rock below. . 


WALL C 


Of Wall C (Figs. 34 and 4) only the footings remained, some of them fairly 
large slabs over 2 ft in length, The wall was just over 2 ft in width and 14 ft 
in length, although the south end was merged into the plough bank. In it were two 
stone-lined post-holes (PH) 39 ins. apart, 7-9 ins. in width and 12 ins. deep. 
They were packed by thin slabs of limestone and some burnt stones. There was no 
,trace of wood in the filling but one scrap of dark brown glazed ware of Cistercian 
type was found in PH2. Two flat slabs formed the threshold and on the west side 
of the outer Wall C was a broken millstone 44 ins. in diameter and 34 ins. in 
thickness, with a central hole 3 ins. in diameter. It lay on the natural clay 
and was set in this position before the wall was built over part of it. No finds 
underneath. The whole complex suggested a doorway with wooden jambs and paved 
entrance. liillstones re-used as hearths or paving are found in medieval excav— 
ations in the district and similar stones were used as a hearth in the industrial 
building at Kildale Manor (Note apy Stuteville Castle, Kirkbymoorside (Note 4) 
and Lacelles Hall, Pickering (Note 5). There was a water-mill in Lastingham in 
the 16th century or carlier, and there is a record of a fuller in the 14th 
century, but this stone probably came from a horse-mill near the site. 


° 


FLOOR, C 


: Wast of Wall Ca layer of stones covered several, flat slabs set in clay. In 
the upper layer were some burnt stones, more frequent near the post—holes, at the 
entrance and around 2 raised hearth. The latter was 3 ft from Wall C, 3 ft 3 ins. 
in diameter, with pitching to the south-west and south sides. Finds were scarce — 
a glazed jug-handle (Fig. 9, no. 18), unglazed cookpot fragments, and a few bones 
‘and metal scraps. The top of the hearth stones were only, 3-4 ins. under the turf. 
When this upper layer was removed the lower stones seemed. to be on the same level 
as the natural hard clay floor; post-holes (PH3 to 7) were revealed and many 
trampled and croded sherds found in the clay (Fig. 9, nos 1-7). The carved stone 
(Fig. 12) was found in the paving -— fortunately the design was underneath, other- 
wise wear might have obliterated the carving. A piece of iron slag was the only 
find here. Towards the slope on the east the pottery became scarce. 


This area had evidence of occupation from the early 14th century. We seem 
to have a building 14 ft N-S by at least 16 ft E-W, cut by the later pit. the 
post-holes, 5-38 ins. in diameter, 7-12 ins. in depth, held upright timbers, and 
resembled those found by John Wacher at the deserted medieval village of Rip- 
lingham in Hast Yorkshire in 1956-7 (Note 6). Here he found Building 2 - 
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~.post AD 1250 - a single rectangular room 12 ft 6 ins. by 18 ft long - 

‘little more than a, hovel', .Post—holes very similar to those at Otterburn Garth 
held single upright posts, both circular and rectangular. No roofing material was 
found on’ the’ floor on Site C, the only limestone holed slab was found in Trench T5 
“and this was too thick for the usual Spaunton type 'thackstone'; it was probably 
a loom-weight. Thatch of ling or straw and timber slats for walling {only two 
bits of wattle were found) was. the likely construction of the building. Whether 
this, or the later walling was part of the Otterburn messuage is uncertain. 


BANK S 

‘ The Bank (Fig. 3A) to the south which ran.for at least 60-70 ft east to west 
(Fig. 2) on first sight was thought to contain the foundations of a substantial 
wall, but proved like its contemporaries on similar sites to bo a tumbled mass 

of stones and soil, forming 2 plough lynchet, possibly of the Himgry '40s of the 
19th century. It was over’2 ft high in places with a slope to the south. 
Excavetions were extended! south over this bank and from Floor C area. They 
included the Cistercian-ware face-mask (Fig. 10; no.'21), pieces of late 16th- 
century bases, and also some earlier cookpot sherds. 


TRENCH T4 (Figs. 3B and 7) 


This extended from Bank S into the ashpit which was over 24 ft in diameter. 
The trench was 15 ft long by 5 ft 6 ins. wide. Several potsherds were found which 
included body sherds in green-glazed wares, the rim of a large unglazed pan 
(Fig. 9, no. 9) and the base of a decorated bowl (Fig. 10, no. 29). There 
was;/also;a limestone,loom-weight. | . +i vay 


TRIAL. . EXCAVATIONS , 
TH6 = Few stones. Natural’ clay at 120 15 ins. below the turf. 


bol Tapecuts «x Didiien splio)-petebsrdants 
ye ia Natural ¢liy at 14-15 ins. No potsherds. 


THO and 10 . See Site D above. 


TH11 This was excavated by RSC “12 ft south of the garden hedge of Moor Royd, 
20 ft south-east of 2 large sycamore tree in the hedge and about 80 ft east of 
Site D. This trial hole 3 ft square showed a woll-footing running north-west to 
south-east from the direction’ of the hedge. It was about 20 ins. wide and rested 
on natural rock... The alignment is quite different from the other walls. Three 
sherds and one green-glazed jug rim of the 13-14th century and a piece of black 
base possibly earlier indicated occupation here. Time and back-filling of the 
other,sites did not allow further work: No other trenches were dug at the 

eastern, end. of ‘the fieid iso it is possible that other structures may exist. 


ie 


SUMMARY 


Tae earliest occupation appears to have beeh a small timbered building of 
the early 14th century, centred on the clay Floor C. Possibly a peasant house - 
the Otterburn messuage may have begun at this time or with the later paved floor 
and hearth overlaying it. The connection with Wall B is obscure. Wall A is 
certainly later, and most likely associated with the 17-18th-century farmstead 
which was joined to the present house of Mr Featherstone. The foundations of the 
long-house and passage remain —- it wes a thatched eruck-house in the mid-19th 
century (Note 7). 


Bank D is also a late feature. The bank of natural shale, with a tumble of 
stones on top, and the hearth on the cast, all give pottery and small finds of 
post-medieval date. A 


Ploughing, possibly lote 18-mid 19th century produced Bank S and played 
havoe with the foundations. Later the depression in the central area, possibly 
a pond, was utilised as a rubbish and ash-tip. The track to it produced a 
hollow-way, used as a footpath by local people until the: wall was built'in the 
late 19th century. The excavations did not give any clue to the enigmatic 
Saxon settlement at Lastingham. 


THE FINDS | 


POTTERY 


A fair quantity of pottery was found over the site, ranging from the mid— 
13th century to late 18th-early 19th century. The carliest group came from the 
clay floor east of Wall C - some 20 rims, 50 body sherds, one round—sectioned 
handle, 7 base fragments, but only 3 body sherds of glazed ware. This group was 
mainly of a pimply coarse buff to grey fabric with fine sparkling grit similar 
to Staxton ware, though probably of local manufacture, and similer examples have 
been found at Hutton-le-Hole, Cawthorn, Riseborough and, other sites north of the 
Vale of Pickering. Mr J. G. Rutter considered that they were probably of the 
early 14th century. Almost all were eroded and trampled into the clay floor at 
a depth of 10 to 12 ins. below the turf. 


Figs. 9 


1. Rim of cookpot, dark buff, diam. 8 ins. Medieval ‘Pottery, Scarb. & Dist. 
Arch. Soc. Research Report No. 3, Fig. 7, Type 45a L £49 


2. UhGet. light buff, diam. 11 ins. 


3. Rim of common local type — found at Beck Garth, Hutton-le-Hole and elsewhere. 
Medieval Pottery, Type 43/3. Two more of Type 42/2, but only one of 
the Spaunton-type cookpot (Fig. 1, no. 18, unpublished Spaunton report) 


4.  Cookpot rim, large, diam. 12 ins.? Medieval Pottery, Type A1A/4 


5. Rim of jor or jug, 33 ins. diam., dirty buff, Medieval Pottery, Type 13 but 
unglazed 


6.  Spouted pitcher rim, very rough uneven ware, grey to dark buff 


4. 


Fig. 9 (cont.) 
7. Rim of jug, diam. 3 ins. See also No. 15 


8.  Thumb—impressed base of large jug. In clay under footings of Wall A. 
‘Another with 8 thumb-impressions, 34 ins. diam. base, green-glazed, 
14—~15th century 


Nos 9 to 15 were all from tumble of stones on south side of Floor C and in Bank 8S. 
Over 150 sherds were found, mainly 14-—L5th century. 


9. Rim of large pan. cf Medioval Pottery, Type 58/6 from Cawthorn 
10. Rim of greyware dish, diam. 12 ins.. | 
11. Large pan akin to Medieval Pottery, Type 55/1 
12. Small square rim, diam. 7 ins., stony buff, 13-14th century 
13. Rim of Mcdicval Pottery Type 45/B. Spot of green glaze on lip 


14. Club-rimmed cookpot, coarse pink-—grey. Two examples. Medicval Pottery, 
Type 32/5 


ej Spouted pitcher, unglazed grey-buff, as no. 6 
16. Jar rim, diam. 3 ins., rough over=fired ‘ware 


17. Rim of tall jug with broad strap-handle, poor brown flaky glaze - Stearsby 
type (unpublished + see Transactions, 1971, No. 14, p. 51). 
16th century. From Bank § 


18. Section of ribbed handle with green glaze. From large two-handled jug 
similar to those found at Kildale Manor (unpublished). -Only two 
examples from Otterburn Garth.  14—15th century. From paving 
east of Wall C 


19. Handle and body sherd of conical red-ware jug. Type found at Spaunton 
Manor excavations antl'similar to one figured by Mrs Le Patourel from 
Knaresborough Castle, 1961. (Yorks. Arch. Journ., XLI, Fig. 6, 
nos 16-17;  Skipton-on-Swale type about AD 1400). From T5 


FIG. 10 


20. Rim of small jar, diam. 4 ins. Very dark brown treacly glaze. Cistercian 
ware, late 15-early 16th century. From Bank S 


21. Part of a small face—-mask from Cistercian-ware vessel, yellow glazed. Late 
15th century. cf Kirkstall Abbey, Fountains Abbey and Ordsall Hall - 
information from Mrs J. Le Patourel, who kindly examined this sherd. 
From Bank S 


22. Rim of jar with ledge for lid? diam. 7 ins., poor internal brown glaze, 
imported stoneware? 17-18th century. In stonework of Wall A 


23. Frilled rim, diam. 7 ins., unglazed version of Stearsby—Potter House cistern- 
jar. Examples from Daisy Farm, Lastingham (potter's waster?), Hutton- 
le-Hole and Rosedale Glass-FPurnace. Late 16th century. From tumble 
of Wall A 


De 


Fig. 10 (cont. ) 
24, Platter rim with part of raised decoration in yellow-green glaze similar,» 
to no. 29 


25. Rim of jar 3-4 ins. diam., light grey rough pimply ware with specks of mica? 
Could be 2s carly as any found on the site and, possibly 12th century. 
From T4 


26. Rim in red ware - unglazed bowl diam. 9 ins. . Near Wall. B 


27. Horizontal handle, buff, internal glaze, late 16th century., cf ‘Excavations 
at Furneces at Hutton and Rosedale, North Riding 1968-71', D. W. Crossley 
and F. A. Aberg, Post-Medieval Archacology, Vol. 6, 1972, Fig.’ 68,.‘no. 2. 
Bank B . le 

28. Rim of green-glazed jug in thin buff ware, possibly 15th century . 


29. Base of large bowl, over 15 ins. diam., base 7-8 ins. diam., .and 1 in) thick. 
? b 3 2 


Decorated inside with raised bands, pellets and floral design} pale 
green glaze. Akin to Cistercian ware. From T5 


Also from T4 (not figured) a foot-ringed flat base 4 ins. diam. of tall jug 
glazed both sides, 15-16th century, two platter rims diam. about ll ins., 
red-buff with green glaze, a skillet handle, two strap handles and 
round unglazed handle 

GLASS 

FIG. 11 . 

30. Rimvof small bottle, light green. cf ‘Excavations at Hutton and Rosedale ..', 
Post-Medievel uirchacology,; Fig. 60, no. 3, and Fig. 63, no. 45 

31. iim of beaker, 3 ins. diam., ibid. Fig. 65, nos 90-91 

thicker rim of larger example, 5, inS« dint. ) 

33. Thin body fragment of Light green glass, ‘trace of decoration, poor metal 


34. Piece of window glass, green, from quarrel for leaded light, 18th century. 
Eight more pieces found, mostly between Walls A and B 


35. Blue glass head of iron pin, near coin of George III, see No. 46 
BEAD 

36. White clay bead, 17-18th century, from Bank S. Not figured 
STONE 


37. Carved stone, found in paving east of Wall © (Fig. 12). Fine-grained sand- 
stone, 12 ins. wide by 4 ins. thick. Incised four-petalled floral 
emblem around central hollow 1.75 ins. wide. ‘Dressing on top of stone. 
Period uncertain but possibly 17-18th century. In Ryedaie Folk Museum 


6. 


Stone (cont.) 


38. 


39. 


Nile broken, ce ins. ‘diam. , 34 ins. ier: Bentral Toe 4 ins. diam. , 
‘pecked on grinding surface.” ‘Re-use: as paving stone between Walls«B 
and-C set level with base of Wall'C. Stone from hevse+mill? Not 
figured. Ryedale. Folk, Museum 65 16) Be mei f 


Slab of Picatone 10-ins.“x 9 ins. iianinaLknaetas’ 2675-2 ins. ‘thick with 
hole 8 ins. diam...Possibly,loom-weight. From.T5. .Not, figured 


ee en 


LALA 


METAL JBIECTS 


‘FIG. 13 , 
40. Horn-shaped piece of iron 6 ins: long. tapering to. 0:5-1.75. ins. thick at 
open end. Rather like a grease-horn in shape. From T2 
41. Knife handle, solid, 4.75 ins. by 1 in. wide. T2 
42, Twisted hook with nail attachment, 54 ins. long, - two examples. fe you ms 
From T4 ’ 
43. Large cleat or pin 
44. Small horse-shoe, half. 
Several more iron objects - including oe ee nails, ‘ndshed ring, 
staple, plate from implement, and possible knife blades i 
45. Tubular bronze handle?’ four aad three-éighth ins. long, & in. wide at 
open end. From T5 ; : 
COINS 
46. Copper hal?—péiiny of George III dated Po gaibly 1789 but vory eroded. 
Found 5 ins. down in topsoil between Walls A and B | ) 
47. Ditth in better condition dated 1775. From T5 ashtip 
BONES 
Bones of animals wore not plentiful, but the following were noted: 
Ox, several; Sheep, a,few; .., 
Pigs, a few; and part of the jaw of a small dog 
NOTES AND REFERENCES 
1. ‘A History of the Ancient Parish of Lastingham', F. H. Weston (1914), pp. 41-42 
2. Excavation party consisted of Messrs W. G. Goodall, M. K. Maw, R. W. Butler, 


Paul Frank, J. Teasdale, R. S. Close, and the writer. We were joined by 
several other helpers at intervals, and wish to thank the Ryedale Folk 
Museum for loan of tools and transport. 


Brief reports on the excavations have already been made in these Transactions 
No. 13, pp. 55-6; No. 14, p. 553; No. 15, pp. 40-1. 


Te 


Notes and References (cont.) 
3. 'Kildale Manor Excavations’, R. S. Close (unpublished) 


4. ep terete} se Castle Biiavetaoe 1968-70", We SynSsndet and party, 
_Kirkhymoorside (unpublished) | 


5.  ‘Laeelles Manor, Pickering’. Triel-trenched’in 1971 by J.-H. Rushton. 
Note. in Serie Gazette-Herald, Jan. 26th, 1973, 


6. ‘Excavations at Riplingham East Yorkshire 1956-7', J. Wacher, Yorks, Arch. 
Journ. ) XLI 9 pp e 608-669 


7. Thatched cruck-framed long—house shown in photograph dated spear 1870, see 
'Cruck-framed Buildings ¥ ere and Eskdale’, Scarb. & Dist. Arch. 


Soc. Research Report No. ‘Re Thy 


Survey of Two Cairn Groups 
concluded from p. 18 Thompson's Rigg 


RUINED WALLING 
Plan Length Plan Length Plan Length 
Ref. “in ft lisa pDRegs in ft Refeico goin Bt 


Notes 


1. Terminates at a 'Hut Circle' 
2. Cairn No. 79 at one end 
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THE EARLY DEER PARKS OF NORTH-EAST YORKSHIRE 
by F. C. Rimington | 

ne PART II: THE CATALOGUE (Cont.) 

| GLATSDALE HEAD PARK Mop ref: 7420231 


-PLACE-NAMES PERSISTING: 'The Park', Park Dike, Park Wood 


Glaisdale was part of the fee of the Lords of Danby and presumably any park 
there would belong to them. ilthough the Priory at Guisborough had extensive 
rights of pasture in Glaisdale there is no evidence that the canons had an 

additional park there. These privileges, granted to them by a succession of 
members of the Bruce family when they were lords of Danby, causcd much wrangling 
wnong the parties concerned. In 1224 the King's Justiées, on their periodic 
inspection of all forests both royal ‘and private, visited Danby Forest and efter 
én enquiry granted to dlan de Parco (apparently the park already existca) poss— 
ession of cowhouses etc. in Glaisdale, previously claimed by the Prior of 
Guisborough. — : 


4 placé-name constantly recurring in‘ tho Glaisdalo records, is that of 
'Swinehead', Apparently Somewhere near the park. This name equates with the 
verious 'Pig Parks", 'Swine'Parks' etc. not infrequently found in the proximity 
of the clidcr deer parks. “They were Gncldsures of 2 park-like nature (though 
generally smaller than the typical deer park) where swine wore impounded during 
the 'fence months" (in midsummer) when the deer were fawning. — 


Glaisdale Head Park has no very clear pale-wall today but the northern side 
of the area is called 'Park Dike' on the 6"0S map. Elsewhero on thé high ground 
are outstanding stone walls bounding the wooded areas, some of them on a consid— 
erable bank, which may represent the remains of the carlicr pale. On the’ moor 
top is a circular stone-walled enclosure which may have originated as the 
Swinchead' 


On Glaisdale Rigg, well away from the park, is a bank with a 40 f+ gap in it; 
there are two fairly large stones, one at either end of the gap, and on one of 
“these is carved the words "DEER LEAP', These deer leaps were wooden devices. 
erected on the boundaries of parks and forests over which one's neighbour's — 
deer could enter readily but could not get out again. The position of this deer 
leap would seom to refer to the Danby Forest boundary rather than to the park, 


THE GUISBORCUGH PARKS 

Place-name and other evidence support the view that there wore several deer 
parks in the vicinity of Guisborough; one, well Gocumented, to the immediate 
south of the town, belonging to the Priory; one, Margrove Park, to the cast, and 
probably belonging to Skelton Castle; and a third, to the north-west of | 
Guisborough, created by the later lords of the manor. ; ~ 5, 
1, PRIORY PARK: also called CLIFF.PARK and CANONS' BRK Map ref: 612141 
PLACE-NAMES PERSISTING: There are a number of names constantly occurring in the 
Guisborough Chartulary associated with this park and still in use - Kemplah Top 
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and Wood, Cliff Wood, High Cliff, High Cliff Gate, Belman (Belmont) Bank Gate, 
Prior's Cliff etc. 


In 1240 Peter de Brus or Bruce (the Brus family had founded the Priory a 
century before and remained great benefactors) grantd the Pricr and Canons 
permission to enclose.an area of woodland calied 'Prior's Cliff' with a dike, 
wells or hedge so that beasts from outside may not enter, there to make a park * 
(Yorks. Fines, 1232-46). . mee 


Such permission from. a landowner was: most unusual for undoubtedly the Royal 
assent was obligatory. For some reason (possibly the remoteness of the site) 
it wes not considered necessary to obtain the King's licence at this stage, but 
in 1365 the Royal Confirmation was received from Henry III (Guis. Chart. 45162). 
This park at Prior's Cliff was mentioned frequently in the Chartulery, often 
associated with a place-name now lest, 'Hervy Cliff'.. The reason for this name 
is not clear but there was a HERVIUS who witnessed,a number) cf Guisborough charters 
of uncertain date. | 


Prior's Park appears to have been the park called TYNGOUDALE (another lost 
name) conceded, after a dispute of ownership, by John, Lord of Hutton Loweross, 
to the Priory in 1319 (Guis. Chart. 335). It would;scem that at one time the 
Canons had lost interest in decr hunting and the neighbouring lord had quietly 
taken possession of the unused park, till a new prior had demanded it back. It 
is of interest that in 1320, when Archbishop Melton on his official visitation 
arrived at Guisborough, he professed himself shocked to find the hunting dogs 
being kept within the monastery and ordered that they be at once removed else- 
where (V.C.H. 3.103). | 


The Dissolution Account of Guisborough Priory property (1539) mentions ‘a 
park called Cliff Park enclosed partly with a palisade, partly with hedges and 
partly with walis, in which there is a close called Kemplah Close, a meadow 
called Hervy Ing and the Moor beyond, the whole worth beyond the pasture of the 
deer, 60s'. 


Among 16-17th century, place-names is that of 'Deerclose' adjoining the town 
of Guisborough. A note in the V.C.H. says this close was much used for sport at 
the beginning of the 17th century. This may well have been the old Prior's Park 
still, in partial use. The limits of the park are not now well defined (partly 
due to 17-18th contury,industrialisation.) .Belman Bank. Gate and High Cliff Gate 
were probably park entrances and near the latter is a length of ditch and bank 
which may well be part of the south pale. The actual bounds of the park were set 
down in detail in the 1319 charter but the place—names used can no longer be traced. 


2. MARGROVE PARK: also in the past called MAGGERY, MARGRIFIE, MAUGREY, etc. 
“ Mop ref: 649156 
PLACE-NAMES PERSISTING: Margrove Park, Old Park Farm, Aysdale Gate 


The Guisborough Priory charters (1.152) ;record the grant of land to the 
Priory by Ralph de Hutton (a considerable local landowner) at a place called 
Magerbrigg, probably the bridge where ‘the present main road crosses Waterfall. - 
Beck. The ares then scems to have been leased to the Lords of Skelton ond when 
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the land was emparked in the 14th century the place-name persisted as MAGERPARK. 
Records exist in 1349. and 1361 of ‘Maugrey Park with deer’ (V.C.H.505). “An IPM of 
the widow of Thomas de Fauconberge of Skelton in 1408 refers to the ‘Launde of 
Mougra Park! of 918 acres..,A launde was an enclosure not used for deer and it 
would seem that at thet time llargrove was not in use as a true park. This. is 
understandable for Skelton igh Park and Sicelton Low Park practically abut on 
Margrove and there must have been many occasions when one or other of these three 
parks was used. for other purposes, perhaps to enclose horses or cattle. 


There is.a fairly well-preserved pale well and ditch (tue only stone wall. in 
the district) running from South Waterfall Farm on the main road some three miles 
from Guisborough to 01d Park Farm whereit forms part of thé outbuildings. The 

ditch then proceeds: uphill in the direction of Aysdale: Gato where it is lost in 

the Forestry plantations. .Thorct are the remains of a very old wall on a bonk-half- 
way up Spring Bank Wood to the north of Margrove Park House, which could well be 
the northern’ palo.:: Margrove Park House) is relatively modern, the original building 
bearing this nance now boing buricd bencath the nearby. ‘shale-heap from an ironstone 
mine, the wholo district having been heavily industrialised in the last century. 
The orca of land surrounded by workmen! s cottages at Skelton Warren is still 
called 'The, Pori', | ! 


De HALLONER PARK or GISBOROCUGH PARK - tho old spelling is retained. 

Map ref: 590169 
PLACE-NALES PERSISTING: Gisborough Park Ferm (sic), P ark Will, Park House, Park 
a> nnelles Parix'Lane;- Paris Rood ctc. we Ad . 9 ideo ty 


‘There is an elevated area north-west of the town with consider able remains 
of a pele and many significant place-names. There is no lmown evidence that the 
Priory ever had © park in this direction and there can be no doubt that this was 
the park of the Challoner aly whe became Lords of the Manor by purchase efter 
the Dissolution. 2 


None of the 16-17th century maps show 2 park at Guisborough, the Prior's 
Parl: and Margrove Park both having ceased to exist by then. But on Bowen's map 
of 1753 an enclosed park is shown at Guisborough, the Challoner park being then 
well established. Gisborough Park Farm, now deserted (1970) isa splendid build- 
ing of the early 18th ‘century, clearly not built as o working farm. It is said 
locally, probably with truth, that it was the hunting lodge for many generations 
of the Challoner family and used by them os 2 residence at aitime when the plague 
appeared in Guisborough. © cyeyt 


The pale wall again. “the only Rrone wa uN visible in a district of hedges, is 
very obvious to aa north-west near Poplars Form where in parts it still retains 
its original height of 7 ft. It is not clear why this wall is so very contorted 
at this point (sce Fig. 1 ), perks often have a number of smaller enclosures 
within their bounds and the existence of one or more of these may explain the 
peculiar a aan cl of tho: Pe ale. To the south of Park Wood, fragments of the pale 
ewretenyo +3 . regw oil ite Sau bs 


It scems likely that.as the Prior's Park had come to an end at the dis-~ 
solution of the Priory a ond. its successor the Deerclose closed when Sir Thomas 


Ll.. 


Challoner discovered: alum shale on Belman Bank and so sterted the English alum 
industry the Challoner: family developed this ew park well awoy on the other side 
of the town. ero . ; i sacedr to 


Adjacent to Guisborough Hall, the home of thé’ Challoners, is ¢ en area still 
called the Horse Parks where the horses’ were enclosed ond bred. Horse breeding 
was frequently combined with tae kecping of deor, e.g., Blcnsby F Bar i, “Fyling Park, @ 


GREENHOW PARK near Stokesley 3 | “Mop refs 575035 
PLACE-NAMES PERSISTING: Grecnhow rors Dike and Wall, Hag Gate, Hasty Bank. 


The Duncombe Park estate ended hore ont in all the estate survoys of 1642: 
ete. the boundary at this. point is called 'Groon-a-Park'. The Meynill family of 
Whorlton Castle had) a second park and. water-mill at Groonhow:(VsCs 2s 2.243) and 
although the V.C.H.. says that no trace’ romains)»of this perk, the reverse is the 
ease, the pale wall:-being dramatically obvious'fcr 2, considerable length on the 
south side nceayv Hagg Gate. !In the IPM of: Nicholas: de Meynill, 1341, is confirm- 
ation of his pari at:Greenhow. VIO! Cred ope 


Both Greenhow and the home cstate at Whorlton were held by the Meynills as 
part of the Canterbury Feo, land held, rather surprisingly, by the Archbishop of 
Canterbury in Yorkshire... An carlier Nicholas obtained in 1269, grant of, Free 
Warren (permission to hunt the smaller animals but not the dcer)}-at’ Greenhow- 
(V.C.H. 2,246) befcre the Royal Licence.to omparix had been reecived 


Greenhow was visited by Edward II in 1323 during his well-known hunting: trip 
to. Cleveland (N.R.IIT)... The account of this visit describes how the king and the 
court stayed one night (August 27th) at Greenhow, showing that there was then a 
major residence there capable of accommodat Ing royalty .. No trace of such a 
building. has ever been found. 


55 


In 1406 the park was leased b 50s. a year on condition that the: lessee 
preserved enough pasture and hay for the wild beasts Ai. e., the deer) and ade~ 
quately maintained the pales and hedges of the park. The lessee to have ‘free, 
entrance and exit from the ancicnt street! at lage Gate (Pla. 2/211/ 46)... In 
. L465 Sir James. Strangways, tie lessee at the time, “aceused. John Percy. of Kildale 
(who had a lergo. park.of his own not far away). of poaching, in his park, at, 
Greenhow (V.C.i. 2. 246). i 


The Long earthwork above the village! of Drive in Bi tstlade! emit tb the south of 
eo ee Park has been suggested as port of the Park Pale but it is manifestly 
n the wrong placo ond was more Lik ely the, boundary, between the Sirkham Priory 
rier and the Rievaulx Abbey estates, both of which had] been the gifts of Walter 
d'tispec, the original hoider of ch district under the king. The earthwork and 
the pale wall converge near, the mein road at Hoge Gate, but soon the wall turns 
north and the earthworls climbs Urra Moor in the opposite direction. 


Tt seems cloar that Greenhow Parls Ria not; extend across the Shakisdare 
road and so impinge on Hasty Bank to the west, for the park wall follows, the line 
of the road towards Stokesley for some hundreds of yerds before, it disappears, 
having beon, destroyed in Food wagene operations. . The ‘point’ is also made histor- 
ically, for towards the end of the 12th century Stcphen de Meynill granted to 
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Rievaulx Abbey ali his woods at Greenhow west of Hagg Gate (Riev. Chart. 118). On 
the lower ground tc the north there are now no signs of the wall but the pale bank 
crowned by a hedge can be made out. 


The pale wall is of similor construction to that at Ingleby Greenhow Park 
some 2 or 3 miles away although it is by no means so well maintained. The stones 
are squared and the wall is about 4 ft thick at the base and 4-5 ft high often on 
&® pronounced bank, with an interne] ditch in places. 

The place-name 'Hasty' (also found near other parks) means 'the path to the 
hay or parik' and probably was the name for the road from Stokesley to Hagg Gate: 
which climbed Hasty Bank before the modern road was cut to case the gradient. 


HOLLY PARK near Kirkdale Map ref:' 658863 

This farm is just within the bounds of the Honour of Helmsley, the per- 
ambulations of which maite no mention of Holly Park though other farms nearby 
are mentioned. This scoms to imply that dolly Park is a modern farm name and 
has no connection with a deer park. A field to the east of the house is called 
‘Acorn Parl". 


NOTES 
IPM Inquisition Post Mortem . 
N.R. . North Riding Record Society's Volumes 
P.R.O. Public Record Office 
V.C.H. Victoria ‘County History of the North Riding 
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THE, SURVEY OF.,TWO CAIRN GROUPS 
ON THE NORTH YORK MOORS 
by R. Hl. ayes & J. G. Rutter 


On the many ridges which separate the dales of the North York Moors are fre- 
quently groups of small cairns usually situated between 600 ft and 1200 ft above 
sea level. The small cairns, normally between 7 and 20 ft in diameter and up to 
2£4 in height, are often clustered around a fow larger cairns of about 30 to 50 £% 
im diamctor. © Often associated with the cairns are the remains, of ancient wallin, 
and sometimes earthworks with banks and ditches are present. Excavation of these 
cairns rarcly provides evidence of their date and purpose and it is by no means 
certain that all these heaps of stone originally covered human remains. Such 
evidence that is available indicates that they were built over a period which may 
well extend from the Bronze Age te the Dark Ages. Dodcnu, 


In this paper the results of the survey of two of these cairn groups is out- 
lined. The first is situated on Hawiby Moor, eight miles north-west of Helmsley, 
and the second is on Thompson's Rigg, seven milcs north-east of Pickering. 


THE HAWNBY MOOR, CAIRN GROUP 


Hawnby Moor is o high ridge extending northwards and upwards for three miles 
from Moor Gate, about one mile north of Hawnby village. From Moor Gate the cairn 
group is one and a quarter miles north, between the 850 and 1050 ft contours (Nat. 
Grid Ref. SE 537940),..extending in a narrow band from south-west to north-east for 
less than half a mile. 


As is the case with many of the cairn groups in north-east Yorkshire, ruined 
walling and traces of earthworks are closely associated with the Hawnby Moor cairns, 
although in this instance the walling and embankments are of a very slight and 
fragmentary nature. At Iron Howe, on a ridge three-quarters of a mile north-west 
of the Hawnby Moor cairns, a group of 300 cairns is intersected by ruined walling 
which totals a length of one and a quarter miles (History of Helmsley, P- 39 and 
Fig. V). On Bumper Toor to the south-east of Hawnby Moor another large cairn group 
of 245 possesses fragmentary welling with a total length of about heif a mile 
(Transactions, 1964, no. 7, p» 34)- 


The preliminary survey of the Hawnby Moor cairns undertaken by one of the 
authors (RHH) in 1961 was followed by a detailed survey by both authors in 1963. 
This wos not made easy by the thickness and height cf the heather which covered 
most of the moor in this ares. A brief note of the findings was recorded in these 
Transactions (1964, no. 7, ppe 35-6). 


Tac cairns are distributed in a bro.ad band 300-400 f+ wide and about 2000 ft 
in length extending gradually upwards from the south-west to the north-east. Of 
the 71 cairns plotted on Fig. 1 62 are 20 ft or less in diameter, and the majority 
are only one or two fect in height. The largest cairn (No. 71), a much-robbed 
example, measnures 51 x 34 ft in diameter. 


Three short lengths of embankment with a totel length of only about 600 ft 
extend in a slightly curving line through the band of cairns. These fragments of 
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bank with a slight ditch on the east side are similar in character and may well have 
been designed as parts of the same uncompleted earthwork. A section cut through 
Embankment Ea disclosed a bank of turf and subsoil and the ditch contained 6-7 ins. 
of silt resting upon the naturel rock. The original depth of the ditch was there- 
fore no more than 1.5 ft. 


The four short fragments of ruined welling are even less impressive than the 
earthworks and only amount to about 200 ft in length. They are scattered through 
the band of cairns. 


A single standing ‘stone, moeasuring 3 ft in height and 2.5 ft in width, is 
associated with the group. 


LIST OF CAIRNS 


Plan Diam. Height Plan Diam. Height Plan Diam. Height 
Bette in to in de in tt Nos in fh) an te 
1 38x28 2* 4 18 10 1.5 | 35 11 1 
re) 14 1.5 19 14 2 36 paved Elecite oie, 

: 8 ey ee Rt 13 2 37 12 2 

, @  l6xlo 1.25, 21 7 1 38 10 1 

Had 18 7 Cae 13 1.25 39. 20x12__—«21.5° 

| 6 15 1.5, | 23 9 1 40 14 2 
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| 11 15 2 Pf 28 20 3 45  41x220 8 (EW) 

| 22 12 1 | £. 29 20 3 | 46 16 2 

pas 23 bs5—7—}-—-- 90 11 L5------4---- 47 ~~. 1A --.-2 

Pit ».20 1 Doses: pie 2 peli’, peat 

(15 17 a 3 | Sarrenerezan 2 | 4 31x22 4 (N-S) 
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Lit 12 TEES egg 19 3 = 5 1 


"Notes 


1. Much robbed. A central slab standing on edge measures 12 ft length, 
3 £t width, 1 ft thickmess. 


2. Much robbed. 

3. Badly robbed. 

4. At end of embankment Ba. 
5. Adjacent to embankment Bb. 


6. Natural outcrop with cairn. 
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List of Cairns (cont. ) 


Plan ~ Diam. Height — Plan Diam teight Plan Dian. Height 

No. 22 it in £t NO po aie Gua eee e No. in ft in ft 

| 52 12 1.5 ile a 1.5 | 65.0% &¢ 1.25 

| 53 10 me Lalani 8 1 Lis (EGE aD) a 

Stave S 2 eS et 1 raheres, wheallee 1 

155 9 to | 61 3 1 ee" 68 6 1 

Bey | on0 1 Cea aed Be eh a 1 

57 18 1 » SHl63e" © BO Qursoom LacoF® guiolk Lice gf 
ae 1 x 1 


wo | Thre x34. 


ra 
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Notes 
7. Adjacent to embankment Bb 


8. Central pit. Most northerly and highest. 


9, Much robbed... Large and shapeless. 


RUINED WALLING 
Plan Length Width in Height in Notes 
Ref. in ft , ft ft 


a 
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THE THOMPSON'S RIGG CAIRI GROUP/ 
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ii THOMPSON'S RIGG CAIRN GROUP 


Tuompson's Rigg is 2 low wide ridge extending in a north-westerly direction 
about one mile from the upver end of the Crosscliff valley to the foot of Blakey 
Topping. it is situated in Allerston parish but) is nearly six miles north of the 
village of that-name. ‘The cairns are situated (Nat. Grid Ref. SE 883925) towards 
the southern and lower end of the ridge between the 525 and 600 f+ contours and are 
at a somewnat Lower altitude’ than most of the cairn groups. The majority of the 
eairms are scattered through a band 200 to 400 ft wide and 1800 f+ from north to 
south with ruined walling in the southern half of the band. About fifteen cairns 
with associated ruined walling are in % Separate arca, measuring about 600 ft square, 
to the west of the main assemblage. There ore indications that the cairns in this 


area were formerly more numerous and a number have probably been destroyed in the 
last fifty years to repair the rough road which extends up the centre of Thompson's 


Rigg. 


4 prelininary survey of the ridge was undertaken by one of the authors (JGR) 
in 1957 and, following a report that the areca wos to be planted by the Forestry 
Commission, a detailed survey was undertaken in 1963 by manbors of the scarborough 
and District Archacological Socicty directed by the writers. The ridge has not been 
plented as yet and we understand that’ the Forestry Commission will hot plough or 
plant the area ‘occupied by the cairn group. 


Of the 89 cairns plotted o on Figs, 2, 70 are 20 ft or less in diameter and 
the majority are less than 2 ft hiplts ‘The Lowa example (No. 27), 44 to 48 ft 
in diameter, consists of a circular stony bank 9 to.11 f+ wide with a level central 
area. 


The fragments of ruined walling, which usually have a width of 5 to 8 ft and 
are from 1 to 1.5 ft high, show indications of having formed the boundaries of small 
roughly rectangular plots with measurements of from about 50 to 150 ft in length and 
width, but in no instance was. the walling of a plot. complete. If these were the walls 
of small enclosures then, a number of cairns were situated within the plots. . The 
total length of ruined walling exceeded 1300 ft. 


A circle of walling 3 to 4 ft wide and 1 ft high, with an overall .. 
diameter of 26 ft was situated atthe junction of the straight wall fragments 
Ce and Cd. It may represent the perimeter of 2 hut and can be compared with 
Similar circles found in the Iron Howe cairn group (History of siclmsloy’, Pa x ea 5 
nos I and II). ‘Hut circles' are also associated with othor cairns in north- — 
east Yorkshire, 


A single standing stone wes found with the cairns noar the southern extremity 
of Thompson's Rigg. It measures 3 ft in height, 3} ft in width, and 1} ft in 
thickness. 
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Plan 
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Notes 


1. | Abutting No. 31 


2. Consists of circular bank 9-11 ft wide with flat central area 
3. Abutting No. 22 

Hollow dentral area 

Probably in centre of walled enclosure 

Probably within a walled enclosure 

Mutilated by roadside ditch 

At end of Wall CF 
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EXCAVATIONS AT WILTON HALL 
NEAR THORNTON DALE, 1975 
by P. G. Farmer 


Wilton tiall (SE 863829) is a moated site of which only the earthworks remain, 
and one of & series of castles and defended manor houses along the northern edge | 
of the Vale of Pickering. Most are well documented, and of the manor house sites 
Ayton is the most complete. Sites such as Brompton and Roxby are on low mounds 
with little evidence of a ditch, tending to rely on the natural slope, and, at 
Ayton, defensive use is made of the river terrace. Sites such as Allerston and 
Westfield Manor, Snainton, are rectangular moated sites, to the south of the 
present Scarborough-Pickering road. The moats are shallow and narrow, light 
defence being provided by a boundary wall. 


Wilton is exceptional, in that, although on the 175 ft contour, at the top of 
and well back from the edge of the stecp boulder-clay slope to the lake level, the 
defences are very substantial, and it is the most spectacular moated site in the 
aren. It has a 13-metre wide and 6-metre deep moat on three sides, and it was 
thought that the present road was on the site of the north moat. The inner rectan- 
gular site is 80 metres by 65 metres, and to its south is a separate ditched 
enclosure with a well-defined shallow ditch some 30 metres away, beyond which lies 
the rigg and furrow, extending to the lake shore. This ditch forms the hedge— 
line of the present road to the east, and the south-eastern corner of this defence 
is marked by a circular mound and 2 change of the hedge-line. At the western side 
of the site o similar ditch turns to the north and encloses the church, (a 1 1911 
rebuild of a 12th-century structure), which is perched on the edge of the inner 
moat. This ditch cannot be traced beyond the present road, and tnere is no 
evidence of « building wt tne scuth-wostcrn corner of the site. The mound at the 
south-east corner probably represents a tower and gate-house complex. Assuming 

a 12-metre high building within the main moat, a blind spot over the main road 
“across the Vale to Heslerton would occur, which a tower at this corner would cover. 
An entrance at this point would be a convenience, and, at one time, the main 
family house was st Heslerton. 


To the north-east of the site is a wide U-shaped valley. Locally, the fields 
in its bottom ere called 'the Fish Dams'. The valley has been dammed and there 
are extensive carthworks, some containing stone walls. These seem to represent 
the fish-ponds for the Hall site,and were probably similar to the better-—preserved 

examples at Ayton Castile. | 


To judge from the present earthworks, the entrance to the main site was 
approximately the present ficld entrance, and adjacent to this is a fragment of 
roughly coursed, mortared stone wall 1.4 metres thick and the only stonework 
remaining above ground on the site. , 


The site of the present excavations (see plan) is a narrow strip of land 
bordering the road, which land had been scparated from the romainder of the field 
before 1912 and since used as a garden. .The bank of the outer rampart had been 
levelled, and there was littlo evidence on this side of a moat excepting a shallow 
depression and a tendency for surface water to collect. 
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During February 1% was noted, on a routine wardenship visit to the site, that 
levelling was taking place, and approximately half a metre of top soil had been 
removed and stock-piled to expose a layer of dark wet fill and the natural clay. 


It was thought that this area was included in the scheduled site, so the 
developers, Helnita Ltd of Beverley and the Department of the Environment were 
informed. 


The writer was asked by the Department to obtain a ditch section and recover 
materiel during the proposed building operations. Thanks to the cooperation 
and understanding of the developers, it was arranged to carry out a small-scale 
excavation before building started, as the best method of obtaining the section. 


THE EXCAVATION 


Trench I, 1 metre wide and, at tne maximun, 144 metres long, wos designed 
to cut the inner bank ditch and levelled owter rampart. 


The innor bank was turf-covered, (1), but the rest of the site was disturbed 
soil and clay (2), sumken in the area of the ditch and tracked in by the digger. 
This layer averaged 0.2 metres thick end contained 2 unglazed wall sherds and 
1 glazed decorated shord (Fig. 10). 


Beneath the centre of the trench was a very hard, well-compacted layer of 
clay and small stones, representing the outer rampart (5), and was much further 
south than had been anticipated, leaving a ditch width at this depth of only 3.7 m. 
There were no finds in this layer. The rampart had a different core (6), con— 
sisting of stones, mainly cobbles from the boulder clay, and soil and some clay. 

+ finished at the edge of the ditch, anc was 5 mevres in width, 0.6 metres high, 
and, on the north, 2 metres higher than the main rampart. Again there were no 
finds from this layer. | 

Beneath the rampart, except where interrupted by the ditch and the cobbles at 
the north end of the site, the original ground surface (8) remained intact. To 
the south of the ditch, beneath the inner bank, it continued to the edge of the 
trench, consisting of a layer of dark grey soil, 0.15 metres in thickness, 
containing no pottery. 


The other part of the ditch and the area between the edge of the rampart and 
the north edge of the trench were filled with mixed clay soil and stone (4), pro- 
bably material from the levolling of the rampart. These layers contained 2 wall 
sherds, a cook-pot rim (3) from above the ditch, and part of a jug rim and handle 
from the northern end of the trench (Fig. 6). 


In the silt (9) at the base of the ditch, which had ce maximun depth of 0.5m. 
wore 1 unglazed wali sherd and part of a smell squat green-glazcd jug (Tig. 4). 


The inner bank (3) was a compacted clay mould similar to the rampart. There 
was only one phase, and it rested on the old ground surface. A two-course, very 
rough stone wall, set into this surface, edged the bank, and the stones, though 
smaller, in the base of the ditch at this point, may well have slipped from 
this revetment. 


At the northern end of the trench, below the levelling cf the rampart, and 
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WILTON HALL SITE PLAN 
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1 metre below the present surface, was a rough cobbled floor (10, extending beneath 
the top part of the outer rampart. The ground surface had been removed before 

the cobbles were placed, and 1 post—hole was found within the cobbled area. In 

the post—hole fill and dark soil between the stones were 2 sherds of calcite 
eritted ware. 


Trench II, 1 metre wide and 6 metres long, was excavated clear of the area 
disturbed by the levelling, to section the outer rampart and check the edge of 
the ditch. Hcre the rampart was represented by a grass—covered mound, rising 
1.7 metres above the general level. 


Beneath the turf, the area of the ditch was filled with levelled rampart 
material (4), containing 3 wall sherds, 1 cook-pot rim (Fig. 1), and 1 jug base 
(Fig. 7). The rampart itsclf, as in Trench I, had 2 distinct layers. There were 
no finds, excepting a strap-hondle fragment (Fig. 8) from the lower layer. 


The ditch had been cut through the scil surface into the clay, and nothing 
was found in the silting. In this trench the soil surface remained intact benoath 
the inner layer of the rampart (6), but before the upper layor (5) had been 
placed the soil surface was removed. This surface (8) contained 3 picces of 
calcite grittcd ware, a small bowl rim (Fig. 2), and a small cook—pot rom (Fig.5). 


Within the area of the trench, and running at 90° to it, were 2 post—-holes 
and packing stones. These post—holes (7) had been cut into the natural clay, 
having an average diameter of 1.5 metres and a depth of 0.7 metres, and were 
0.3 metres apart. 


THE | WELL 


The local name for the west end of the site, beyond the late limestone 
boundary wall, is Well Garth, and on the 1912 Ordnance Survey a pump is marked in 
this area. 


The arca was cleared and an oval stone well, 1.4 metres east-west and 
1 metre north-south, was located tight against the wall and 2 metres from the read 
edge. The lining was rough picces of limestone, and the woll was filled with 
bottles, pottery and scrap iron dating from tho mid-19th century to the first 
World War. It was excavated to a depth of 2 metres, but as the water level on the 
site occurs at 1.4 metres, work had to be abandoned. Probing showed it to be at 
least another 2 metres in depth. 


DEVELOPMENT AND DATING OF Tit SITE 


A thin soil profile had developed on the boulder clay, sloping gently to the 
north-west. In the area of Trench I this was removed and a cobbled floor laid, 
incorporating at least one post-hole at its southern edge. In the area of Treach 
II two post—holes were cut. 


It would be tempting to think that these post-holes represented a palisade 
round the site before the outer rampart, but there are two main objections: 


(1) they are not in lino with the rampart; 
(2) although large they are not of a sufficient size for a palisade, and in 
any case a trench is a more usual and convenient method of setting a palisade. 
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The cobbles in Trench I underlie the top layer of the rampart, and if the 
cobbled edge continues in a straight line it would also underlie the lower level 
of the rampart some 4 metres to the west of the trench. 


It seams reasonable to assume that both post—holcs and cobbles are associated, 


2 


and represent an occupetion of the site prior to the construction of the moat. 


Dating evidence is inconclusive: B hie Sh dy calcite Wai Sc aR FS are 
2D ae 


difficult to date; they could be rattan -Br itteh, > but are more 
view of the associated pieces, 12th century in date. 


joe! 


_ Daring phase II (a); a moat was cut and. the immer earthwork constructed, with 
a low outer rampart. The only pottery, a strap handle, could have eome from the 
carlier phase. This phase cannot be before the » first years of tho 13th century. 


Phase II(b) is represented by the raising of the outer rampart. ‘There is no 
evidence in Trench I of a time-lapse between this and Il(a), but, in Trench II, 
the old ground surface has been removed beneath the raising layer, and, if the 
second layer in the rampart is contemporary with the first, there would have been 
no point in first removing the material from the arca of the reising in the form 
of the old ground surface. There was no dateable material in this phase. 


Phase III, the hall buildings were in use and silt accumulated in the ditch. 
The wall sherds and part of a jug from this layer show an occupation at least to 
the mid-13th century. 


Phase IV, the ditch was filled by the levelling of the outer ra ampart; the 
latest pottery found in this layer was early 14th century, and it is impossible to 
say whether it had becn incorporated originally in the second phase of the rampart, 
thus dating it, or whether it was debris from occupation of the site. 


CO NCLUSIONS 


There is a 12th-century or carlior occunaticn of tho site, represented by 
post-holes and 2 cobbled area. Excavation wes too limited to determine the nature 
or size of the buildings. 


The ditch on the north side of the site is of 13th century date, and in no 

way comparable to the ditch on the other three sides, being shallower and less 

than half the width. ‘This can probably be oxplained by the entranee and village 
being on this side of the site, end the defence being left mainly to a substantial 
mortared wall, a fragment of which remains. This wall, to judge from internal 
mounds, formed part of a building and goatchouse complex, and © narrower ditch at 
this point was casier to bridge for the entrance. As well as a formidabie southern 
ditch, there is evidence of an ouker bailey, and from oxpesed foundations the cur- 
tain wall at this point is 1 metre thick and clay-bonded, very much less substantial 
than the northern well, where the ditch is of smallor dimensions. 


The inner bank belongs to one period; the outer bank contains two phases, 
and no conclusive date is available for the second. 


The northern ditch was open witil at least the 14th century, and later filled 
by the levelling of the second phase of the rampart. 
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At an unlmown date a well, at least 4 metres in depth, was constructed to the 
north of the northern outer rampart. Up to 1912 it was in use with a pump, and 
was probably filled in soon afterwards. | 


POTTERY 


The total pottery finds from the two trenches consisted of ton significant 
pieces (Pigs. 1 to 10) and 14 wall sherds, all undecorated, throe of which were 
unglazed. 


Six of the illustrated sherds (Figs. 4, 6, 7, 8, 9 and 10), were glazed or 
partially so, and are products of the Scarborough kilns, waich functioned 
from the mid-l2th to the late-l4th century. The fabric and glaze of the three wall 
sherds (not drawn) is similar to those of Scarborough ware. The porcentage of 
glazed ware is high for local village sites, and compares favourably with those 
of Ayton Castle and Allerston Manor House. 


Figs. 1 and 3 are hard, well-fired, sandy fabrics, with signs of burning and 
soot, probably products of the Staxton-ware kilns. These rims are unusual in 
tnat, although the rim-form is typical of the last quarter of the 13th century, 
with a well-developed lid scating, the diameter is approximately 50 per cent less 
than is usual for this type of ware, although there are several similar examples 
from Westfield Manor, Snainton, Osgodby Village, and Scarborough. 


All the wall sherds were wheel—turned and probably Staxton ware, the exception 
being two of the three sherds from Tr. II8 and one from Tr. NO, where the fabric 
was much softer and contained large pieces of calcite. 


Distribution of Wall Sherds 


Layer No. Remarks 
Trench I 2 3 2 glazed 
4. 2 1 glazed 
9 Mi Unglazed 
10 2 1 calcite gritted 
Trench II 4 " lglazed 
8 3 2 calcite gritted 


Illustrated Sherds 


1. Cook-pot rim, with lid seating. Hard, well-fired, sandy grey fabric, 
with soot and signs of burning. Staxton-ware type from Tr.II.4. Mid to 
late 13th century. 


2. Small jug or bowl rim, in very hard, very slightly sanded buff ware, with 
Signs of burning on rim edge. Typical of Scarborough-ware fabrics, but 
unusual form from a kiln which did not produce cook-pots. Similar more 
complete example from Tollergate, 1973. From Tr. I1.8. Tollergate 
example dated to late 12th century. 


36 Cook-pot rim. Similar fabric to 1 above, but softer and more gritted. 
From Tr. I.4. Late 13th or early 14th century. 
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4, Part of small squat jug in well-fired, lightly sanded, orange buff fabric, 
upper part covered with patchy green glaze, lower part burnt and soot— 
covered. These jugs were not normally used on a fire, and no other burnt 
example is mown. A product of the Scarborough kilns, small jugs are not 
a common type, but known from phase I. This piece probably belongs to 
the type of a similar almost compicte jug found in a baker's oven in Quay 
Street in 1971. From Tr. 1.9, first quarter 13th century. 


OP 


5 Small cook—pot rim, in hard buff sand e with grey core. Similar 
fabric and type known from Westfield Hanor, Snainton., Site of manufacture 
unknown, but in Scarborough-ware this is a 12th century form. — From Tr II.8. 


6. Part jug rim and handle, in hard cream slightly sanced fabric, green glazed. 
The rim is damaged, due to inverted kiln stacking. Typical of Scarborough 
ware jugs of the late 13th century, with circular—-section handle. Incised 
wavy line decoration on top and sides of hendle, and applied pieces of clay 
+o form 'eyes' at the top. The handle is weil thumbed to the body of the 
pot, with slight indent inside. Complete handles of this type sometimes 
torminate in a 'beard', and it seems that these jugs were a simplificd 
form of face-masi: jugs. From Tr. 1.4. 


7. dug base in hard buff sandy fabric, green glazed and heavily over—fired, 
with part of a rim stuck to the base. Scarborough ware 13th century form. 
Tr. IL.4 


8. Strap handle fragment, in buff fabric with grey core, very patchy, pale 
grecn glaze on top, much eroded by lime scale, but very shallow grooving 
visible on top. Scarborough-ware fabric from Tr.1f.6, late 12th century. 


9. Wall sherd in buff heavily gritted fabric, with pale yellow-green over- 
fired glaze, and incised parallel line decoration. Scarborough ware, with 
a common decoration, pink and buff heavily gritted fabrics, 12th century. 
From fe, "Tyas 


10. Wall sherd in thin buff very lightly sanded fabric, with dark greon glaze, 
and applied scale decoration, glazed dark brown. This is a typical 
Scarborough-ware motif, which predominates in the 13th century. It is 
known on jugs and shall owls, and more commonly occurs on zoomorphic vessels. 
Fram Tr. 1.2. 


EDITORIAL NOTE 


Although little documentary evidence can be found, certain facts about Wilton 
Hall (Imown at one time as Wilton Castle and not to be confused with the Wilton 
Castle near Middlesbrough} are clear. 

Wilton was never a 'menor' in the full sense of the word, being a community 
within the Forest of Pickering. Because of this there are no manorial records and 
no 'Lord of the Manor'; the area was leased by neighbouring landowners from the 
Duchy of Lancaster of which Fickering Forest was a part. 


The Wilton land was held through the 13th century by the distinguished family 
of the Bigods of Settrington, sometime Earls of Norfolk and Marl Marshals of 
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WILTON HALL POTTERY 


eaten 


P.G. Fermu, May 1975. 
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England. But the family lost favour under Edward I and when the Wilton land was 
conveyed in 1309 to John de Heslerton and Marjory his wife, Edward II, jealous of 
his feudal rights, angrily ordered an inquisition to establish why this had been 
done without the royal permission (N.R.R.S., II, 31). 


This John de Heslerton, who presumably lived in the village of the same name, 
is shown as the chief taxpayer at Wilton in the Lay Subsidies of 1328 and 1332. 
The tax assessment was so very low that it seems certain that at that time there 
was no major house at Wilton. In 1335 however John de Heslerton applied to 
Edward III, and duly received a licence to crenelate at Wilton, that is, per- 
mission to erect there a fortified building (Cal. Pat. Rolls, 1334-5). I+ seems 
likely that the main structure at Wilton, including the moat, dates from this 
time, the mid-14th century. 


Leland (c. 1545) records at Wilton 'a manor place with a tower' and a century 
later Dodsworth in his ‘Church Notes' refers to it as ‘Wilton Castic'. The 
Heslertons held the estate till 1375 when it passed by mrricage to the Hotham 
family of Scorborough near Beverlcy. 


The Hothams have held Wilton ever since and they seem to have demolished 
the hall some time after the mid-17th century. 


ARCHABOLOGICAL INDEX concluded from p. 34 


SPAUNTON, NY (cont.) 
SPAUNTON MOOR (cont.) 


composed of medium and large blocks of sandstone set on earthfast boulders which 
were not removed. Scraps of charcoal and a few burnt stones were found at a 
depth of 20 cm, but no trace of calcined bone or pottery was noted. Between the 
upper stones was a well-worked end-scraper of grey flint. 


No. 2, at SE 71419312, was the mutilated kerbed cairn to which reference 
has been made. It was 7 x 6.5 metres diameter with a good kerb of upright stones, 
but some stones from the centre had been removed into a nearby hollow-way. A 
platform of fairly compact small stones remained covered by a layer of recent peat. 
They rested on a layer of iron pan over natural sandy shale. In the central area 
three flint chippings, a very finely worked and unusual knifec-scraper and a small 
quantity of charcoal or carbonized wood were found. 
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CROPTON CAVE 
BY F.C.Re 
Map Ref. SE 756891 


Near the top of Cropton Bank there is a small cave by the roadside, some 12 
metres (38 ft) long and 3 to 4 metres wide at floor level. It is completely dry, 
well sheltered end gives the impression of b » well suited for occupation av any 
time when such type of Sapient was favoured. The number of caves occupied in 
prohistoric times and nov w producing contemporary and dateable artifacts is of course 
considerable in many butts of tho world. 


Accordingly 2 group of Society membors, during tho winter of 1974-75, decided. 
to examine the Cropton cave to sce whether i4 had ever beon so inhabited. A 
sizeable problem at cnee presentcd itself. It became obvious that before more 
formal rubbish-collecting arrangements were mode by ‘the local authorities, the cave 
had been used by generations of villagers os a comrenient receptacle for their 
domestic refuse. There proved to be up to 2 metres (6 £t) of such rubbish in the 
cave, without significant stratification and 211 belonging to the last hundred 
years or SO. 


_ There was also a numbor of stones (the cave is in the Limestone), some very 
large indeed, which had probably slipped down from quarrying operations above the 
cave entrance. During the removal of the stones and the rubbish a well-built 
wall was discovered across the mouth of the cave; this was nearly 66 cm (2 ft) 
ies) sot in mortar and in part still 10 courses high. It was clear that at one 

me the cave had been enclosed. 


Beneath the great mass of garbage was @ 15-em (G ins) layer of clean sand 
and below this wes the rock of the cave floor. This sandy layer was something 
of a mystery - under normal conditions any cave would have gathered over the 
conturies a layer of dark organic material (dead leaves, animal remains, ete.) 
but in the part of the cave examined, and it must be understood that only 2 
relatively ibe ‘pr eer of the eave floor could be cleared, porhaps 10 atl 
cent, no such ll ai carth' could be found. The implication was He at som 
not too remote time the cave had been completely cleared of earlier con— 
tonts and the layer of sand introduced. Tt sooms likely that this had happened 
at the time the well had been built for the sand (and the later rubbish) was 
only to be found inside the wall. 


aie 
u 


tn 


There wore the usual village tales about the ceve being the entrance to a 
'secrct passage! Loading up to aoe: see Castle or even to Rosedale Abbey, but a 
more significant story tells of a local medico who ren an asylum for the fceble- 

minded in the village and when his vatients proved troublesome he would lock 
thom in this cave until their behaviour improved! 

It may be thought possible to connect the cleaning of the cave, the layer 
of sand and the building of the wall with this story but of course such a 
connection is highly questionable. 
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ARCHAEOLOGICAL INDEX FOR NORTH-EAST YORKSHIRE 1974-75 


To enable this annual gazetteer to be as complete and up-to-date as possible 
brief accounts of excavations, fieldwork and the discovery of chance finds should 
be forwarded without delay to the Editor of the Index, Mr D. Smith, 1 Westlands, 
Whitby Road, Pickering. The Editor wishes to thank all the contributors to the 
present index, especially Mr R. H. Hayes. 


The entries are arranged under the name of the civil parish in which they 
occur and the parishes are listed alphabetically. 


BILSDALE MIDCABLE, NY 
NAB END MOOR SE571988 


Mr R. H. Hayes reports a group of 40-50 small cairns associated with an 
ancient field system on the west facing slope of Nab End Moor at an altitude of 
between 1000 and 1075 ft. The group is cut by the modern wall cf Black Intake. 

In addition to the cairns, which vary from 3 to 7m in diameter, traces of low 
walling and rectangular plots are also evident, especially towards the edge of East 
Bank where four or five parallel banks of earth and stones incorporate several 
cairns. This site is worth a survey of the type to be found on p.14 of these 
Transactions. 


BILSDALE WEST SIDE, NY _ 
LADHILL BECK SE 55019378 


A group of about 60 bell—pits, 17-18 ft in diameter and 6-7 ft deep, to 
the east of Sike House were noticed on an air photograph taken by Mr A. L. Pacitto 
in November 1974. They were examined by Messrs R. H. Hayes and G. W. Goodall in 
February 1975 and presumed to be for ironstone, as the latter thought they were on 
the Ellerbeck Bed. No slag heaps were found. One hollow-way led to the beck and 
up to Sike House, and others went downwards to the foundations of a hut about 
200 metres to the SSW on the west bank of a small stream. These foundations, meas— 
uring 35 ft long on the west side and 26 ft on the east side x 15 ft wide, were 
of large stones - ?a dwelling of the miners. 


BROTTON, CLEVELAND 
COUNCIL PLAYING FIELD NZ 692198 


Excavations undertaken by Mr S. K. Chapman, as a member of the Guisborough and 
District Archaeological Society, within the Council Playing Field on ground sloping 
down from the old churchyard have revealed two contiguous stone-walled enclosures 
of medieval date. A series of trenches cut in 1973 and 1974 showed the eastern 
enclosure to be about 31 x 22 metres in extent and the western one about 31 x 18 m. 
Generally the wall foundations were of cobblestones bedded in clay and 18 ins. 
below present ground level. An opening consisting of two flat stones was found 

in the western side, and a similar opening with a socket stone at the junction 

of the two enclosures was found in the south side. Quantities of 13th/14th century 
pottery, both glazed and unglazed, were found associated with the foundations, 

and at the NE angle a small round lead weight with a hole and a bronze buckle were 
recovered. Against the east wall a ditch, infilled with wet clay, contained 
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some charcoal: and yellow-glazed sherds, 
possibly of 12th~century date. No traces of medieval occupation or animal remains 
have been found in the interior so far, although part of this is obscured by a 
late-19th-century kitchen dump. : 


DANBY, NY 
CASTLETON RIGG NZ 682076 


A small turf-covered cairn, 7 x 7.5m in diameter, on the east side of the 
Castleton Rigg road has been excavated by Mr R. H. Hayes and party. Impinged upon 
by a cart track on the east side, but otherwise apparently undisturbed, the cairn 
was composed of very compact boulders, several burnt, set on natural yellow shale 
with iron pan and manganese present around them. No sherds or flints were found. 


This cairn was thought to be the one from which the rim sherds of a Bronze 
Age urn were picked out of the side by a visitor. They were given to Mr T. G. 
Manby and subsequently presented to the Ryedale Folk Museum. The sketch plan 
accompanying the sherds does not tally with the grid reference, and the cairn may 
have been one of 2 group associated with a length of low stone walling on the 
west side of the road. . 


EASINGTON, CLEVELAND 
BOULBY ALUM WORKS NZ 752197 


Mr S. K. Chapman has submitted the following report of the 1974 excavations 
on the New Works site by the Cleveland Industrial Archaeology Society (see Trans- 
actions 1974, No. 17, 19-20): 


The clearance of the stores building next to the biacksmith's shop was 
completed. The doorway was again at the rear to give protection from winds off 
the sea. The sandstone walls remaining were about 1.2m high. An iron ‘Allom' 
plate was found measuring 915 x 610 x 18 mm thick. (These plates were laid on 
the stone walls of the steeping pits and used as barrowing ways.) About 40 clay 
pantiles were also recovered. The floor was of calcined alum shale laid on top 
of the natural grey shale. In the middle of the floor space layers of iron pan 
had formed, probably due to the storage here of iron plates for long periods. 


BGTON, NY 
WINTERGILL NZ 75420133 


An iron slag heap has been located by Mr D. Smith 200 metres WSW of the ruin 
of Wintergill on the north bank of the stream slightly above the 975 ft contour. 
Four medieval wall—sherds, three grecn-glazed, were found in the tumble of slag 
and a layer of charcoal was noted in the eroded stream bank immediately west of 
the mound. Probably one of the two heaps in Winter Gill recorded by the Rev. 

J. C. Atkinson (see Yorks. Arch. & Top. Journ. XIII (1884), p. 48). 


FADMOOR, 
GRESY LANE SE 672885 


Traces of a ploughed-down barrow about 30 ft in diameter have been noted by 
Mr R. H. Hayes in a field south of Green Lane. The Parker Ms., 1858 probably 
refers to this site: '&s the husbandmen of Mr Wm Dunning, late farmer of Fadmoor 
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were levelling a hill about 1828, in a field towards Sleightholmedale they found 
several pieces of ancient armour, such as halberds, spears, etc. The hill-was =~ 
called "Keyd Howe Hili".' The field in which the barrow occurs was in the poss— 
ession of Wm geete at the enclosures of 1763. 


FOLKTON, NY 
FOLKTON CARR TA 058805 

During excavations for sewage works in August 1974 the remains of Red Deer 
were obtained from the base of the peat deposit.at a depth of 12 ft fromthe present 
surface. No artefacts were observed during the work. The bones were deposited 
in the Natural History Museum, Scarborough. (Mr J. G. Rutter) 


FYLINGDALES MOOR, NY SE 9099 (approx.) 


The following flint arrowheads were found during bomb clearance operations 
on the former WD range but exact find-spots are unkmown. They have been deposited 
in the Scarborough Museum in 1974: 


(1) Pott tranchet type, damaged, light grey, width 63 mm 


(2) “i perfect, dark grey, width 49 mn 

(3) a dark grey, length 27 mm 

(4) " " a varbs damaged, light grey, length 25 mm 
(5) 9 u "' point and one barb broken, whitish, small 
(6) " n wy grey, length 20 mm 

(7) ® wahran grey, length 21 mm 

(8)  Leaf-shaped, light grey, length 32 mm 

(9) u tt damaged, light grey, length 30 mm 

(10) " " light grey, length 23 mm 

(11) as Wo w base missing, light grey 


(12) Triangular, light grey, length 24 mm 

(13) “Two” si aig with points missing, grey 

(14) 9 "with bases and points missing, grey 
(15) 8" "© ts fragments of points’ only, grey 


GILLAMOOR, NY co fF 
KIRK HOWE SE 684896 


Me R..H. Hayes reports that this site lies south of the village on the west 
side ci Cockpit Lane. Traditionally the site of a 12th century chapel associated 
with the Stuteville family, it consists of an oval mound measuring 34 x 19 metres, 
with an apparent round cairn, 21 x 18 m in diameter, at the centre. Many stones, 
both limestone and freestone from the moors, were removed from the cairn when it 
was ploughed during the last war. 


In 1974 Mr Hayes and party cut a trial trench erent the central mound, which 
disclosed a massive cairn of limestone with a central burial pit, 1.5 metres ‘in 
diameter and. 1.3 m deep, dug into rock and clay. This pit contained burnt stones, 
calcined human bones and two unburnt leg (?) bones, but the contents appeared to 
be much disturbed and only one fragment of pottery, ?Bronze Age, was found just 
under the turf. There were indications of a ditch, 0.8 metres wide and 0.4—0.5 m 
deep, on the south side of the cairn. 


29. 


GILLAMOOR, NY (cont.) 
Kirk Howe (cont.) 


Since the excavation it has been learnt that traces of an earlier structure 
were found under the present church when it was rebuilt in 1802. The place—name 
'Kirk' does not always mean a church, it can apply to a tumulus or moot—hill when 
derived from the British 'Cruc', 


HARTOPT, NY 
HIGH HAMER, SE 74189770 
Mr D. Smith has found several pieces of iron slag between the two existing 


buildings at High Hamer. Probing of the narrow grassy area between Hamer Beck and 
the northerly of these two buildings would suggest a concentration of slag. 


LOW ROW MIRES SE 753967 


Large pieces of iron slag and stones with slag fused to them have, been found 
by Mr D. Smith built into part of the NW wall of the field immediately NE of the 
footbridge over Hartoft Beck leading to Low Row Mires. . 


OPPOSITE SPIERS BANK HOUSE SE 752931 


This site was first noted by Mr R. H. Hayes (see Hist. of Rosedale, 1970, 
p. 11) and subsequently examined and surveyed by Messrs G. W. Goodall and D. Smith 
in 1973 and 1974. Situated on the river terrace on the west side of Hartoft Beck 
opposite Spiers Bank House, the site consisted of an irregular-shaped dry pond bay, 
measuring approximately 45 x 20 metres, bounded by e@ bank, varying in width from 
3 to 11 metres, which at its highest point on the: south side was up to 2.7 m high 
externally and 1.5 m internally. Immediately below the pond at its SW angle was 
a low terrace, approximately 30 metres long, containing much iron slag and which 
may represent the site of one building or more. In the angle between the bay and 
the east side of the terrace was en amorphous mound also containing much iron slag 
and many large stones. The very high silica content of the slag gave it the 
appearance of bottle glass, and the low amount of iron remaining suggested an 
advanced form of smelting. The south bank of the dam extended for about 12 metres 
beyond the SW angle of the pond to the foot of the natural valley slope. Below this 
extending bank, at SE 75239310, built against the side of the natural slope was 
a roughly conical mound, approximately 9 metres in diameter and over 2 metres high, 
composed of reddened earth with many large burnt stones, including one, possibly 
in situ, which had been fractured by a great heat. Because cf the low iron content 
slag in the vicinity, it was thought that the remains were those of an early blast 
furnace, possibly of late 16th/early 17th century date, a view shared by Dr R. F. 
Tylecote of Newcastle University when he subsequently visited the site. 


WHITE HOUSE SE 75709611 


A low turf-—covered mound of iron slag abutting the SW bank of Hartoft Beck 
has been found by Mr D. Smith. 


HAWNBY, NY 
LADHILL BECK SE 549936 


A rectangular enclosure orientated E —- W near a ford on the west side of Lad- 
hill Beck was clearly defined on an air—photograph taken by Mr A. L. Pacitto in 
November 1974, When. examined on the ground by liessrs R. H. Hayes and G. W. Goodall 
in February 1975 it was visible in part, and found to consist of an carthen bank 
8 feet wide bounding an area 76 x 34 feet. Possibly a sheep dipping fold. 


PARCI GILL SE 53759515 


The ruin of a three-bay dwelling, measuring 54 x 16 feet, with two adjoining 
byres, 36 x 16 feet overall, to the north has been exanined by Mr R. H. Hayes. The 
south end of the house contains’ a fireplace and a blocked back door with a piece of 
cruck re-used as a lintel and is built of good ashlar frecstone with broaching. 

The central part, built of rougher limestone and sandstone, is-more decayed and 
probably older. A blocked door led to the byres, the sccond of which has a cross- 
walk. There is a skafe on the west side of the buildings. Apparently a former 
eruck-house rebuilt in the 18th/19th century. | 


HUTTON-LE-HOLE, NY 
BOTTOMFIELDS LANE SE 714889 


During the removal of old limestone walls on the limestone plateau. about one 
mile SE of Hutton~le-Hole, Ravenswick Estate workers found several quern frggments, 
part of a circular column(?), iron slag and two socket stones. Messrs R. H. Hayes 
and L. Davison later picked up a quantity of pottery from the area, mainly Romano- 
British types, and also noted burnt stones in the ficld to the east, which may 
indicate the former existence of a dwelling of that period. | 


KULDALE, NY 
KTLDALE MANOR NZ 603095 


Excavations on this site were continued by Mr R. S. Close and party in the 
ploughed field to the west of the main foundations (see Transactions 1973, No. 16, 
pe 40). A rectangular building measuring 12.5 x 7 metres has been revealed. The 
walls are 0.9 metres thick with a plinth of ashlar blocks, remaining in part, on 
the west side, and these are sect on heavy cobbles and boulders. In the internal 
tumble of stones a black layer, either an occupation level or a spread of ash and 
charcoal, contained several sherds of 12th/13th century pottery. These were, mainly 
of unglazed pimply buff ware with a dark core, although some of greenglazed ware 
were @lse"found. The farmer has withhold sowing the arca for excavations to 
continue in 1975. 

CARTOFT SE 71318550 

Mr G. W. Goodall reports the discovery by Mrs R.-S. Dickinson of a cast-iron 

ifre-back which bears the Royal Arms of Philip II of Spain and is dated 1577. 
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KIRKBYMOORSIDE, NY (cont.) 
PARK LAN SE 69708698 


Mr G. W. Goodall reports the finding of a Neolithic stone axe by Mr Clive 
Wigley north of Park Lane in the second field NE of its junction with Castlegate 
in May 1975. The axe measures 12.5 cm in length, 5 cm in width and 3.40 cm in 
thickness and is of basalt or ‘Bridlington ' stone. The surface appears to have 
been polished, but both ends are somewhat abraded. Retained by the finder. 


LASTINGHAM, NY 
SPAUNTON MOOR SE 734939 


Rough-outs for querns and grindstones(?) were noted amongst old surface quar- 
rying on the NE facing slope of Spaunton Moor overlooking the River Seven by Messrs 
R. H. Hayes and J. Ford in 1957 acting on,information from Mr C. W. Phillips, then 
Archaeology Officer of the Ordnance Survey. In November 1974 Dr D. a. Spratt 
brought Professor J. E. Hemingway to examine the sites and he identified the out- 
crop disturbed by quarrying as Crinoid Grit, the highest layer of the Scarborougn 
Beds of Jurassic Sandstone. When he visited the Ryedale Folk Museum Prof. 
Hemingway confirmed that several beehive and flat rotary types from Native and 
Romano=British sites in the district (see Ryedale Historian,1974, No. 7; 34-41) 
and also some medieval types from Hartoft and Rosedale were of crinoid grit. 


Several querns from the Kildale district in the Rowland Close Collection 
have also been identified as of crinoid grit, but may be from other outcrops 
in the Eskdale area. 


OPPOSITE HARTOPT BRIDGE SE 748925 


A medieval iron-working complex was found by Mr D. Smith in 1973 on a-shelf 
of ground on the west bank of the River Seven just above its confluence with 
Yartoft Beck. Permission to excavate was given by Mr G. Wardle Darley and excav— 
ations, directed by Mr R. H. Hayes, were commenced in 1973 and continue at intervals, 


Site A consisted of a U-shaped bank of slag and earth, 10-12 metres diameter 
and 2 metres wide, with a large heap of slag, 5 x 4 metres, inside it. Slag ex-— 
tended uphill from A to a platform on which were Sites C and D. 


C. had several natural boulders some heavily burnt, but no definite structure. 


D was a sub-circular oven(?) 2.5 x 2 metres diameter and 25-35 em high, the 
purpose of which was not apparent. Nearby some 14th century sherds and a silver 
coin of Edward II dated 1308 were found. 


South of D was a heap of calcined ore, and a few metres south of this were 
the remains of the only smelting furnace found, measuring 1 x 0.7 metres, with a 
portion of its slag and clay wall still standing. There may be the base of another 
furnace beneath it. 


To the south of the furnace, a ditch or drain infilled with slag extended | 
downhill to an embanked area, site B; the purpose of which was not apparent. A 
heap of earth, slag and stones yielded one 14th century rim sherd. » 


Site G, west of B, under level turf had traces of a hearth or furnace removed, 
and a quantity of pottery, including some decorated buff ware of unusual type, 
was found. 32 


LASTINGHAM, NY (cont.) 
OPPOSITE HARTOFT BRIDGE (cont.) 


Between Sites A and B was another hearth of burnt stones set on natural clay 
and shale. It was rectangular and measured 1 x 0.8 metres. Between this hearth 
and Site A many sherds were found, all in the top soil and apparently of 15th/16th 
century date. 


Site E, on the west side of a deep hollow-way north of the main complex, was 
another circular oven or roasting furnace, 3.6 x 3.4 metres diameter and almost 
1 metre high at the centre, with a flat hearth on the east side. One glazed sherd 
possibly of 16th century date was found on it. Further to the NW was an obvious 
charcoal burning platform. | “5 


LEVISHAM, NY 
GROVE HOUSE SE 81879106 


Mr D. Holmes of Grove House near Levisham Station has encountered much iron 
Slag while digging his garden. The main concentration would appear to be on the 
east side of the house, where a considerable depth of it was cut through in digging 
a drain to a septic tank. 


BELOW PIFLEHEAD. END SE 84509511 


A low turf-covered mound of iron Slag, 12-13.5 metres diameter, has been 


found by Mr D. Smith within the Forestry Commission plantation below Piflehead End 
in Newton Dale. 


LOCKTON, “NYS ; 
RAF FYLINGDALES SE 8797 (approx. ) 


The broken half of an axe—hammer in coarse grey sandstone, with hourglass. 
perforation, was found alongside the perimeter track and presented to the ‘Scarbor- 
ough Museum, . 


MOORSHOLM, CLEVELAND 


DIMMINGDALE “NZ 69111200 


A ploughed-down round barrow SE of Freebrough Hill was examined by Mr R. H. 
Hayes and Mrs M. Smith in November 1974. On the east side, one large earth—fast 
kerb-stone, 1 metre long and 0.5 metre high, remained. The top of the stone was 
very eroded, but there were at least 30 cup marks on its west side and possibly - 
more below soil level. The barrow was probably dug by Canon J. C. Atkinson. 


ROXBY, NY 
ROXBY LOW MOOR NZ 764145 


Members of the Teesside Archacological Society have completed the excavation 
of the first Iron Age hut (see Transactions, 1974, No. 17, 23) and work has pro- 
ceeded on the second hut. This proved to be similar in size to the first, but 
contained definite evidence of iron-smelting in the survival of the base of a small 
furnace, contemporary with the Levisham Moor Iron Age example (see Transactions, 1965, 
No. 8, 38) and only the second found in North-East Yorkshire. 
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SCALBY, NY 
NEWBY TA 01579005 


Members of the Society have inspected the outbuildings of Bielby's Farm, 
opposite Newby Public Library, including the village pound at TA 01669005 (of most 
unusual shape), a quoit pitch (in use until c. 1920) and a unique range of 17th- 
century pig-styes. A report has been sent to the owners of the property, Scarborough 
Borough Council, pointing out the value of this last vestige of old Newby, and e& 
recommendation that these buildings should be scheduled immediately has been sent 
to the Department of the Environment. 


SCARBOROUGH, NY 
BRUNSWICK TERRACE TA 041884 


Because of the proposed demolition of the six Regency houses in this terrace, 
the Chief Warden, Mr P. G. Farmer, has produced a detailed report on the condition 
of these properties, including suggestions for their restoration and future use. 
The report can be seen at the Public Library. 


SNILESWORTH, NY 
SNILESWORTH LODGE SE 50679570 


A ditched and embanked circle situated at an altitude of 975 feet on heather 
moor sloping southwards to the NW corner of Snilesworth Lodge was examined. in late 
autumn 1974 by Dr D. A. Spratt, Mr R. H. Hayes and Mrs Ki. K. Allison at the invit- 
ation of Lord Ingleby of Sniléesworth Lodge. I+ consisted of an embanked circular 
platform, 18-19 metres diameter from bank to bank, with an outer ditch, varying 
in width between 7.5 metres on the NE side and 4 metres or less on the W and SW 
sides. There were very slight traces of a counterscarp bank. The internal bank | 
of carth and a few stones varied from 2.7 to 1.8 metres in width and attained a 
height of 1 metre from the bottom of the ditch and 0.5-0.8 metres internally. There 
was a definite entrance 5 metres wide on the south side. Trial cuts across the 
Qitch showed that it was only shallow, although it held water on the east side. 

The central «area was reasonably flat, but sloping gently to the south, and there 
were no traces of 2 mound or cairn. Trial holes revealed natural sandy shale, rock 
and boulders between 20-50 em from the surface, but no sign of occupation, burnt 
stones or charcoal, only grey silt and iron pan. 


Pending fuller excavations it is difficult to classify this earthwork, although 
it has been suggested by Mr D. Smith that it may be.a stack-stand similar to ones 
found in the Border counties (see R.C.H.M. Shiclings and Bastles, 1970, 54-60). 


SPAUNTON MOOR SE 714932 
A group of small stony cairns with a larger mutilated kerbed cairn to the NE 


SPAUNTON, NY 


was ‘exposed after a severe moor fire in 1973. The area in the vicinity of the f 
cairns appeared of stones, although a very stony outcrop was visible vig the nor 
and east. Two were selected for excavation by Mr R. H. Hayes with M.K.A., G.W.G., 
and M ° Ss e : } 


No. l was oval, 3.2 x 4.3 metres, and about 0.5 m high in places. It was 


Concluded on pe 25 
34. 


PUBLICATIONS OF 
SCA4RBOROUGH ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND UISTORICAL SOCIETY 


RESHARCH REPORTS 


No. 1 EXCAVATIONS AT CROSSGATES, NEAR SCARBOROUGH, 1947-56 


by J. G. Rutter and G. Duke Out of print 
No. 2 THE DESERTED MEDIEVAL VILLAGE OF HATTERBOARD, 

NEAR SCARBOROUGH by F. C. Rimington Out of print 
No. 3 MEDIEVAL POTTERY IN THE SCARBOROUGH MUSEUM: , 

13th and 14th CENTURIES by J. G. Rutter Out of print 


No. 4 WADE'S CAUSEWAY: A ROMAN ROAD IN NORTH-EAST YORKSHIRU 
by R. H. Hayes and J. G. Rutter 
7 photographs, 19 maps, 10 text figures Price 80p 


No. 5 AYTON CASTLE: ITS HISTORY AND EXCAVATION 
by F. C. Rimington and J. G. Rutter 
10 photographs, 15 text figures Price £1. 10 


No. 6 SCARBOROUGH 966-1966 
Edited by Mervyn Edwards 
17 illustrations Price 80p 


No. 7 THE CHAMBERED CAIRN AND sDJACENT MONUMENTS ON 


GREAT AYTON MOOK, NORTH-EAST YORKSHIRE 
by R. H. Hayes 


8 photographs, 15 text figures Price 65p 
No. 8 CRUCK-—FRAMED BUILDINGS IN RYEDALE 4ND ESKDALE 
by R. H. Hayes and J. G. Hutter 
9 photographs, 48 text figures Price £1. 40 


No. 9 ROSEDALE MINES AND RAILWAY 
by R. H. Hayes and J. G. Rutter 
27 photographs, 7 maps and plans Price 60p 


ANNUAL TRANSACTIONS. 
Nos 1 — 8 out of print 


Nos 9 - 17 (1966-74) Price 60p 
OFFPRINTS 
INDUSTRIAL ARCHAEOLOGY: SCARBOMOUGH AND DISTRICT Price 18p 
INDUSTRIAL ARCHAEOLOGY: RYEDALE AND THE HAMBLETONS 18p 
INDUSTRIAL ARCHAEOLOGY: WHITBY AND ESKDALE 18p 
SCARBOROUGH'S WATER SUPPLY Price 18p 


Prices subject to adjustment without notice. 


Obtainable from the Publications Department, Scarborough Archaeological 
and Historical Society, 2 The Parkway, Newby, Scarborough, YO12 5PF. 
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